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National and International News

Sahyadri reserve

Context:

Maharashtra is preparing to relocate tigers to
Sahyadri Reserve to boost their population.

Key points:

Maharashtra Forest Department plans to transfer tigers
from Tadoba-Andhari Tiger Reserve to Sahyadri Tiger
Reserve.

Sahyadri Tiger Reserve (STR) is among five tiger
reserves in India without any tigers, along with
Kaval, Kamlang, Dampa, and Satkosia.

The goal is to increase the tiger population in the
northern Western Ghats forests.

STR spans Kolhapur, Satara, Sangli, and Ratnagiri
districts in western Maharashtra.

About Sahyadri Tiger Reserve:

Established in 2008 by the Indian government, Sahyadri
Tiger Reserve is located in Maharashtra.

It lies within the Sahyadri Ranges of the Western
Ghats.

Part of the North Western Ghats moist deciduous forests
and North Western Ghats montane rain forests
ecoregions.

These ranges serve as a border between
Maharashtra, Karnataka, and Goa, featuring diverse
evergreen, semi-evergreen, and moist deciduous
forests.

The reserve includes the Koyna Wildlife Sanctuary in
its northern portion, Chandoli National Park in its
southern part, and recently, the Radhanagari Wildlife
Sanctuary has been added.

The primary focus of the reserve is to conserve the
Bengal tiger, with other animals like leopards also
inhabiting the area.
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India's Position in the Online
Gaming Sector

Context:
e The Prime Minister's recent engagement with top
gamers underscores India's ambition to become a
leading global gaming hub.

Key points:

e Rapid expansion: Indian online gaming industry
witnessed a robust 28% Compound Annual Growth
Rate (CAGR) from FY20 to FY23.

e Projected growth: Anticipated to reach %33,243 crore
by FY28, maintaining a steady 15% CAGR.

e Investments: Attracting significant foreign and domestic
investments, leading to substantial job creation.

e IT Potential: India's IT prowess positions it naturally for
success in the gaming industry.

e Global Comparison: Despite the global gaming
industry exceeding $300 billion in 2021, India's online
gaming revenue constitutes only 1.1%.

Positive Developments:
e Establishment of a taskforce by the Ministry of
Information and Broadcasting.
e The Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology
is identified as the nodal ministry.
e Introduction of regulations through IT Rules, 2021,
providing clarity and certainty for startups.

Challenges and Proposals:

e Regulatory issues: Ineffective implementation of
self-regulatory bodies within IT Rules of 2021.

e NITI Aayog's proposal: Suggests a self-regulatory model
for online fantasy gaming sector.

e Taxation concerns: Imposition of a 28% tax rate
effective from October 1, 2023, raises sustainability and
job creation concerns.
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Election Rights of Prisoners

Context:

e Amritpal Singh, a pro-Khalistan group leader, aims to
contest Lok Sabha elections from Punjab's Khadoor
Sahib seat.

e He can run for elections while in jail, unless convicted,
but can't vote like other accused prisoners in India.

e Legal status of voting and candidacy rights for
imprisoned individuals is debated.

Key points:
Statutory Rights:

e The right to vote and be elected are considered
"statutory rights."

e In 1975, the Supreme Court stated in Indira Gandhi v
Raj Narain that free and fair elections are part of the
Constitution's "basic structure.” Laws contradicting this
could be invalidated.

e However, the Supreme Court ruled in Kuldip Nayar v.
Union of India (2006) that these rights aren't
fundamental but statutory, hence changeable by
Parliament.

Disqualification Criteria:

e Section 8 of the Representation of People Act, 1951,
disqualifies individuals from contesting elections after
conviction for certain offenses listed in the Act.

e Disqualification lasts for six years after release and
applies only after conviction, not if only charged.

e Challenges to this section have been seen in court, with
differing outcomes.

Exceptions to Disqualification:

e The Election Commission of India (ECI) can "remove"
or "reduce" the disqualification period under
Section 11 of the RP Act.

e The Supreme Court ruled that if a conviction is stayed
on appeal, the disqualification doesn't apply.

Restrictions on Voting Rights:
e Section 62(5) of the RP Act prohibits voting for
individuals confined in prison or police custody, except
for those in preventive detention.
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The Supreme Court has upheld this rule, citing reasons
like the statutory nature of voting rights and the need to
keep individuals with a criminal background away from
elections.

India Vix Surges to 15-Month
High

Context:

About:

The India Vix (volatility index) has surged to a
15-month high, indicating expected swings in the
market over the next 30 days.

The index rose for a ninth straight day to end at 17, the
highest close since January 30, 2023, showing the
longest gaining streak since March 2020.

The fear gauge, as it's known, had reached a record
closing low of 10.2 just on April 23.

Market experts suggest that some traders are lightening
their positions until the election results are out, which is
increasing volatility.

India VIX, also known as the India Volatility Index, is
a measure of the market's expectation of volatility in the
Indian stock market over the next 30 days.

It is often referred to as the "fear gauge" or "fear
index" because it tends to rise when investors are
anxious about the market's future performance and fall
when investors are more optimistic.

Key points about India VIX:

The National Stock Exchange (NSE) introduced India
VIX in 2008, modeling it after the Chicago Board
Options Exchange's (CBOE) VIX.

India VIX is calculated using the order book of Nifty
options and represents the expected volatility of the
Nifty 50 index.

It is expressed as a percentage and is usually quoted in
real-time on the NSE's website and other financial
platforms.

India VIX is used by traders and investors to gauge
market sentiment and adjust their strategies accordingly.
A higher India VIX value indicates a higher
expectation of volatility in the market, while a lower
value signifies lower expected volatility.
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e |Investors and traders use India VIX to hedge against
potential market risks by employing strategies such as
buying or selling options or other derivatives.

e A sudden spike in India VIX can indicate that investors
are fearful of potential negative events that could impact
the market, such as political uncertainty, economic
downturn, or global market instability.

e |[ndia VIX is closely monitored by market participants as
an indicator of the overall market sentiment and as a
tool to manage risk in their portfolios.
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and Kiltan

Indian Naval Ships Delhi, Shakti,

Context:

e Indian Naval Ships Delhi, Shakti, and Kiltan, led by
RAdm Rajesh Dhankhar, Flag Officer Commanding
Eastern Fleet, arrived at Singapore on 06 May 24 as
part of the Indian Navy's Eastern Fleet deployment to
the South China Sea.

Key points:

The visit aims to strengthen the longstanding friendship and
cooperation between India and Singapore through various
engagements and activities.

INS Delhi (Destroyer):

e Commissioned on 15 November 1997, built at
Mazagon Dock Limited in Mumbai.

e Among India's largest warships, part of the Delhi-class
destroyers.

e A guided-missile destroyer with advanced weaponry and
sensors for multi-role operations.

e Designed for anti-aircraft, anti-submarine, and
anti-surface warfare.

e Operates as part of carrier battle groups or
independently for various naval missions.

INS Shakti (Replenishment Tanker):

e Deepak-class fleet tanker and replenishment ship of the
Indian Navy.
Built by Fincantieri, an Italian shipbuilding company.
Second and final ship of her class, one of the largest
in the Indian Navy.

e Provides logistical support at sea with fuel, ammunition,
and provisions.

e Enhances operational range and endurance of the
fleet by providing underway replenishment
capabilities.

INS Kiltan (Corvette):

e Kamorta-class anti-submarine warfare corvette.

e Designed for detecting, tracking, and neutralizing enemy
submarines, as well as anti-surface and anti-aircraft
operations.

e Equipped with advanced sensors, weapons
systems, and stealth features.
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Represents India's indigenous shipbuilding capabilities,
constructed at GRSE in Kolkata.

Kerala Regional News

West Nile Fever Outbreak Puts Kerala on
High Alert

Context:

e Health authorities in Kerala are intensifying efforts
to control an outbreak of West Nile fever
reported in Malappuram, Kozhikode, and
Thrissur districts.

e With ten infections and two suspected fatalities,
Health Minister Veena George has underscored the
critical need for mosquito control and the
elimination of breeding grounds, particularly as the
monsoon season approaches.

e A recent high-level meeting outlined measures
such as pre-monsoon cleaning, surveillance of
mosquito populations, and public awareness
campaigns to educate residents about symptoms
and preventive practices.

About:

e West Nile fever, transmitted by Culex
mosquitoes, often results in symptoms like
headaches and fever, and severe cases can lead
to neurological damage.

e With no specific vaccine available, prevention
focuses on reducing mosquito bites through
clothing, nets, and repellents, and managing
environmental factors conducive to mosquito
breeding.

Concerns Over Human-Wildlife Conflict
in Proposed Kerala Tunnel Project.

Context:

e The State Expert Appraisal Committee (SEAC)
has raised significant concerns about potential
human-wildlife conflicts arising from the
proposed four-lane twin-tunnel road connecting
Wayanad and Kozhikode in Kerala.

e During its 163rd meeting, the SEAC highlighted
the absence of mitigation strategies in the
project's Environmental Management Plan to
address increased human-elephant interactions,
especially near the tunnel's Meppadi area entrance.

e This could intensify conflicts as the
construction would disrupt traditional elephant
paths, forcing them through more populated
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areas. To manage potential conflicts, the SEAC
suggested establishing a corpus fund for mitigation
measures, including ex-gratia payments.
Additionally, the committee plans to conduct a field
inspection through a newly formed sub-committee
and has proposed creating under-passages for
amphibians’ movement during the breeding
season.

The project, aimed at easing traffic on the
congested Thamarasery pass, has already
received initial forest clearance from the Central
government.

Renowned Malayalam Actor Kanakalatha
Passes Away at 63

Context:

e Celebrated actor Kanakalatha, known for her
dynamic roles in Malayalam cinema, has died at
the age of 63 due to complications from
Parkinson's and dementia.
She passed away at
Thiruvananthapuram on Monday.
Over her four-decade career, Kanakalatha
appeared in over 360 films across multiple
languages, making significant contributions to
Malayalam cinema with notable performances
in films like 'Priyam’, 'Spadikam', and
'Kireedam'.

Besides her film career, she also had roles in
various television serials and professional theater,
showcasing her versatility in both comedic and
serious roles.

Born on August 24, 1960, in Kollam,
Kanakalatha had been under medical care since
2021, managed by her sister Vijayamma following
her diagnosis.

her home in

World Red Cross Day: A Global Tribute
to Humanitarian Efforts

> RED CROSS
DAY

MAY 8

Significance of World Red Cross Day

e World Red Cross Day, celebrated annually on May
8, marks the birth of Henry Dunant, founder of the
Red Cross and first Nobel Peace Prize winner.
This day honors the organization's pivotal role in
global humanitarian efforts.

Historical Background

e Originating from the 1859 Battle of Solferino, the
Red Cross was formalized in 1863 by Dunant.
It focuses on non-partisan aid to the wounded in
wars and conflicts and upholds the Geneva
Conventions—principles ratified globally for the
treatment of wartime individuals.
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2024 Celebrations and Theme
e The 2024 theme, "l give with joy, and the joy |
give is a reward," highlights the joy of giving
through service.
e Activities include blood drives, first aid sessions,
and public awareness campaigns, emphasizing
community and volunteerism.

Global Impact
e Today, the Red Cross operates worldwide,
advocating for peace and supporting those in crisis
zones, symbolizing a beacon of hope and
humanity.
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