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 Introducing technology and enterprise subjects in schools 
 Improving the implementation of MGNREGA with a focus on the poorest families 

 

What role does the article suggest for different stakeholders in 
creating employment? 

 Local communities: Identifying skilling needs and ensuring accountability 
 Private sector: Creating jobs and participating in apprenticeship programs 
 Government: Determining floor wage rates, assuring high-quality public goods, and providing resources for 

experimentation 
 Educational institutions: Introducing vocational courses and enterprise skills 
 Banks: Providing working capital loans to women-led and first-generation enterprises 
 Industry: Co-sharing apprenticeship costs and sponsoring candidates for skill courses 

 
Can you answer the following question? 
Critically examine the challenges in creating sustainable mass employment with dignity in India. Discuss the key policy 
measures in addressing the same. 

On Ethanol Blending  
 (The Hindu, 21-08-24) 

 

What is the current status of India's ethanol blending program? 

 India is on track to achieve 20% ethanol blending with petrol by 2025-26 
 Current blending levels are between 13% to 15%, up from 8% in 2021 
 Total ethanol production capacity has increased to 1,380 crore litres 
 875 crore litres capacity from sugarcane and 505 crore from foodgrains 

 

What are the main challenges and concerns regarding the ethanol 
blending program? 

 Food vs. fuel debate: Increased use of foodgrains for ethanol production 
 Water usage: Expanding sugarcane production requires significant water resources 
 Impact on other sectors: Diversion of maize to ethanol affects poultry and livestock feed industries 
 Fuel efficiency: Ethanol blending can reduce fuel efficiency in vehicles not suited for it 
 State-specific issues: Different approaches and priorities across states 

 

How is the ethanol production capacity being expanded? 

 Government interest subvention programs for establishing new distilleries 
 Sugar industry has invested ₹40,000 crore in capacity expansion 




