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In light of recent industrial accidents in Andhra Pradesh, critically examine the effectiveness of current industrial safety 
regulations and practices in India.  

Do we need a Central law for protection of healthcare 
professionals? 

(The Hindu, 23-08-24) 
 
Following the brutal rape and murder of a trainee doctor in Kolkata, the issue of violence against healthcare workers has 
come to the forefront, with medical professionals across India demanding the enactment of a Central law to protect 
healthcare workers. In 2019, a Bill on this issue was drafted by the Central government, but it never saw the light of day.  
 

What are the main factors contributing to violence against healthcare 
workers in India? 

 High patient expectations 
 High out-of-pocket expenditure for healthcare 
 Lack of proper communication between doctors and patients 
 Insufficient GDP spending on healthcare (less than 2% in India, compared to WHO's recommendation of 6%) 
 Overworked and stressed healthcare workers, especially in government hospitals and medical colleges 

 

What measures have been taken or proposed to address this issue? 

 25 States have enacted laws to protect medical professionals 
 The Centre drafted a Bill in 2019 (The Healthcare Service Personnel and Clinical Establishments Bill) 
 National Medical Commission (NMC) issued an advisory for medical colleges on safety measures 
 Supreme Court has set up a national task force to look into the safety of healthcare workers 
 Some states, like Kerala, have strengthened their laws and implemented protocols like the Code of Grey 

Protocol 
 

Why is there a demand for a Central law to protect healthcare 
workers? 

 Existing state laws have resulted in very few convictions 
 A central law could provide uniform protection across the country 
 It could act as a stronger deterrent against violence 
 The government had previously committed to exploring the possibility of a Central Act 

 




