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Agriculture is the process of cultivating specific plants and raising domesticated animals to produce food,
feed, fiber, and a variety of other desired products (livestock). Agriculture's primary role is to provide food for
people, raw materials for industry, employment for a large number of people, capital for agrarian
development, and surpluses for the national economy if practiced efficiently. Proper planning is essential for
maximizing agricultural profits, from crop selection to market sales. In this article, we will discuss the Scope
and Importance of Agriculture which will be helpful for UPSC exam preparation.
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What is Agriculture?

e Agriculture is derived from the Latin words ager or agri, which means soil, and culture, which means
cultivation.

e Agriculture is an applied science that includes all aspects of crop production such as horticulture, livestock
raising, fisheries, forestry, and so on.

e Agriculture is defined as the art, science, and business of growing crops and raising livestock for
economic gain.

o As an art, it encompasses knowledge of how to perform farm operations skillfully but does not
necessarily include an understanding of the principles underlying farm practices.

o As a science, it employs all technologies based on scientific principles, such as crop breeding,
production techniques, crop protection, economics, and so on, in order to maximize yield and
profit.

o As for business, as long as agriculture is the rural population's way of life, production is ultimately
bound to consumption.

e In the twentieth century, industrial agriculture based on large-scale monoculture came to dominate
agricultural output, despite the fact that approximately 2 billion people still relied on subsistence
agriculture.

e Agriculture directly or indirectly supports two-thirds of the Indian population's livelihood. Agriculture
employs 55% of the workforce, either directly or indirectly.

e The agricultural sector accounts for 15% of India's export earnings and 14-17% of GDP.

e The agricultural sector provides raw materials for a variety of industries, including textiles, sugar, flour
mills, jute, and apparel.
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Characteristics of Indian Agriculture

e Subsistence agriculture is practiced in most parts of India and has been for hundreds of years.

e Despite increases in urbanization and industrialization, approximately 70% of the population is still
directly or indirectly dependent on agriculture.

e Agriculture mechanization: Despite more than forty years of the Green Revolution and the revolution
in agricultural machinery and equipment, complete mechanization has yet to be achieved.

e Monsoon dependence: Despite the large-scale expansion, only about one-third of the total cropped
area is now irrigated. As a result, two-thirds of cropped areas remain reliant on the monsoon.

e Crop diversity: Because India has both tropical and temperate climates, crops from both climates can be
found there. There are few countries in the world with as much variety as India.

e Food crop production is the priority of farmers almost everywhere in the country.

e Seasonal patterns: India has three distinct agricultural/cropping seasons: Kharif, Rabi, and Zaid.

o InIndia, specific crops are grown during these three seasons. Rice, for example, is a Kharif crop,
whereas wheat is a Rabi crop.
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Agriculture Productivity in India

e Although India has achieved staple food self-sufficiency, farm productivity in India is lower than in Brazil,
the United States, France, and other countries.

e  When compared to farms in France, Indian wheat farms produce roughly one-third of the amount of
wheat per hectare per year.

e India's rice productivity was less than half that of China. In India, the productivity of other staples is
similarly low.

e Indian total factor productivity growth remains below 2% per year, while China's total factor productivity
growth is around 6% per year, despite the fact that China has smallholding farmers.

e Several studies suggest that by achieving productivity comparable to other countries, India could
eliminate hunger and malnutrition and become a major source of food for the world.
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Conclusion

Agriculture is important in the economy and is regarded as the backbone of the economic system in
developing countries. Agriculture provides food, raw materials for industries, and some exportable
products. It accounts for approximately 25% of the GDP. Agriculture provides a direct source of income
for nearly two-thirds of the country's population.
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