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Karnataka to reduce burden of school | Context

bags by 50% e The Karnataka government has taken steps to
reduce the burden of school bags by cutting
50% of textbooks for students of classes | to X
from the academic year 2024-25

e Instead of providing textbooks once for the
entire year, the state will give two books per
year, divided into two parts, (Summative
Assessment) SA-1 and SA-2.

Key points

e In 2019, a committee comprising education
experts, paediatricians, doctors, legal advisers,
and officials of the Department of State
Education Research and Training (DSERT)
conducted a study to reduce school bag
burden.

e They concluded that the weight of school bags
for students of class | to Il could be in the range
of 1.5 to 2 kg.

e For classes 3 to 5, the proposed range was 2
to 3 kg, for classes 6 to 8, the proposed range
was 3 to 4 kg, and for classes 9 and 10, the
recommendation was 4 to 5 kg.

Geological Survey of India opens first | Context

camp office in A.P e The Geological Survey of India (GSI) opened
its first camp office for Andhra Pradesh in
Vijayawada.

e Andhra Pradesh is one of the mineral-rich
States.

e The new office will help maintain coordination
with the State government on matters related
to mineral exploration.

Touchscreen e A touchscreen is a surface that combines two
functions: to receive inputs for a computer
(say, tapping on an app) and to display the
output (launching the app).

e Aside from smartphones, touchscreens are also
found today on ATM machines, various
household appliances (including TVs and AC
panels), e-readers, billing systems, and
electronic voting machines.

e The touchscreen was invented by an
engineer named E.A. Johnson at the Royal
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Radar Establishment in Malvern, U.K,, in
1965

e The two most common types of touchscreens
are capacitive and resistive

e Of these, capacitive touchscreens are used in
smartphones and other portable ‘information
appliances’.

NaMo app Context

e Prime Minister launched the “Jan Man
Survey” on the NaMo app with exhaustive
questions on the performance of his
government and that of local representatives.

e The app is at the forefront of Mr. Modi’s digital
interaction with people.

e |t has more than two crore subscribers.

No job quota for people with blood | Context

disorders People with blood disorders such as thalassemia,
haemophilia and sickle cell disease are not eligible
for reservation in government jobs under the Persons
with Disabilities category.

Key points

e The three diseases were included on the list of
disabilities under the Right to Persons with
Disabilities Act of 2016

e Under Section 34 of the law, “persons with
blood disorders including Thalassemia are
not eligible for reservation in jobs in
government establishments”.

e A 4% quota in government jobs was available
for those with no vision and low vision; no
hearing and low hearing; locomotor disability,
including cerebral palsy; leprosy cured;
dwarfism; muscular dystrophy; autism, and
intellectual disability; acid attack victims; and
others.

Volcano erupts in southwest Iceland Context

e A volcano erupted close to an Iceland power
plant after weeks of intense seismic activity
southwest of Reykjavik.

e The eruption was only 3-km from the evacuated
fishing port of Grindavik on the Reykjanes
peninsula
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International Hockey Federation(FIH) | Context

annual awards e Indian men’s hockey team midfielder Hardik
Singh and women'’s side captain Savita won
the FIH Player of the Year and Goalkeeper of
the Year (women) awards respectively.

e This is Hardik’'s second big award after the
Hockey India Balbir Singh Sr Award for
Player of the Year 2022.

e This is Savita's third consecutive FIH Women’s
Goalkeeper of the Year award.
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